
Cold Weather Attendance Days for Dee-Mack CUSD #701    
A cold weather attendance day is defined as any day when it is forecast that the sustained wind child will be at -10 degrees or less.  

We will continue to use the NOAA Wind Chill Chart (see below) as a measuring stick for determining the degree of unreasonable cold.  If 
cold temperatures are the only variable and the wind chill is within the 30 minute exposure window or to the left on the chart we would 
expect to attend school.  If at any point it is expected that the wind chills would be sustained to the right of that area, reducing exposure time 
to 10 minutes or less, we will cancel school.     

There are many precautions taken with our buses such as starting them early, topping off the fuel, spare buses available in case of an 
emergency and making sure all drivers are aware and prepared.  Please remember, there is a risk on both sides of the decision to have 
school.  Many parents work and there is a burden to find daycare or determine if they are old enough to leave at home which is also a risk.  
We know that if they are at school, they are warm, supervised, fed, and learning.  Regardless of our decision to have school, as a parent you 
have the ultimate responsibility to decide if your child attends.  We are respectful of that decision and the absence will be excused when you 
call in.              
    If it is possible to start an hour or two later on a full day and still have school we will.  That will come in a call just like the no school call does but 
with a delay time mentioned.  This is in hoping the temps rise within that window making it safer for students to get to school.  If there is an early out 

already scheduled this would not be an option chosen.  Who knew you had to be a meteorologist to be a Superintendent?   As an educator with 29 years of 

experience I will do what I believe is best for our students… will I always be right …no …. I am human and we live in Illinois where the weather is very 

unpredictable.  

 


